
Dr. Ari Ackerman is a lecturer and Golinkin Professor of TALI Jewish Education at the Schechter 
Institute of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem, where he teaches courses in the areas of Jewish 
philosophy and education.  He received his Ph.D. in Jewish Thought from Hebrew University.  His 
most recent publication was a critical edition of the sermons of Zerahia Halevi Saledin (Beer Sheva 
University Press, 2013), and he is currently working on a monograph on creation and codification 
in the philosophy of Hasdai Crescas. 
 
Dr. Nadav S. Berman is a scholar of Jewish thought interested in its connections with classical 
American pragmatism.  In this context, Nadav's doctoral dissertation (Hebrew University, 2018) 
investigated three 20th century Jewish thinkers, including Mordecai M. Kaplan.  Nadav was a 
postdoctoral associate at Yale University, and is currently a fellow at the Center for Jewish Studies 
at Harvard University and adjunct lecturer at The Jewish Theological Seminary. 
 
Daniel G. Cedarbaum is the co-founder and Executive Director of The Mordecai M. Kaplan Center 
for Jewish Peoplehood. From 2002- 2006, he was the President of the Jewish Reconstructionist 
Federation, and a member of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations.  In addition, he has served as a member of the Board of Governors of the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College and as a member of the Executive Committee and the Board 
of Trustees of the United Jewish Communities (now The Jewish Federations of North America).   
He is the author of several articles on various aspects of Kaplan’s thought and the 
Reconstructionist movement.  He is a graduate of Harvard College and Harvard Law School. 
 
Dr. Emily Filler is currently Assistant Professor in the Study of Judaism at Washington and Lee 
University, having previously taught at Earlham College.  She received her Ph.D. in the Study of 
Judaism from the University of Virginia, her Master of Theological Studies degree from the 
Harvard Divinity School, and her B.A. from The George Washington University.   Her research is 
in the relationship between Judaism, philosophy, and classical Jewish texts; she is completing her 
first book, Modern Judaism and Biblical Violence.  She is co-editor of The Journal of Jewish Ethics 
and serves on the board of the Society of Jewish Ethics.   
 
Dr. Sanford Goldberg is the Chester D. Tripp Professor in the Humanities and Professor of 
Philosophy at Northwestern University, where he has taught since 2007.  His research focuses on 
the nature and social dimensions of mind, language, and knowledge.  He received his Ph.D, in  
Columbia University, 1995; BA, Rutgers University, 1989) He is the author most recently 
of Collected Essays in Social Epistemology (Oxford University Press, forthcoming), Conversational 
Pressure (Oxford University Press, 2020) and To the Best of Our Knowledge (Oxford University 
Press, 2018).  He has served as President of Beth Hillel Bnai Emunah synagogue in Wilmette, IL 
(2018-20) and Chair of the Board of Fiedler Hillel at Northwestern University (2016-18).  
  
Dr. Arthur Green is Irving Brudnick Professor of Jewish Philosophy and Religion at Hebrew 
College, and the founding dean and current rector of its Rabbinical School.  He is Professor 
Emeritus at Brandeis University, where he occupied the distinguished Philip W. Lown 
Professorship of Jewish Thought.  He was educated at Brandeis University and received rabbinic 
ordination from the Jewish Theological Seminary of America. Dr. Green previously taught at the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, where he also served as Dean and President, and the 
University of Pennsylvania.  A founder of the chavurah movement in American Jewish life, Dr. 
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Green is a scholar of Jewish history and a theologian who seeks to develop a contemporary Jewish 
mysticism based on the Hasidic model. His translations and interpretations of Hasidic teachings 
include the two-volume Speaking Torah: Spiritual Teachings from Around the Maggid’s 
Table (2013). He is the author of works including Tormented Master: A Life of Rabbi Nahman of 
Bratslav; Keter: The Crown of God in Early Jewish Mysticism; and Radical Judaism: Re-thinking 
God and Tradition. His two-volume A New Hasidism, co-edited with Dr. Ariel Mayse, appeared in 
2019.    Judaism for the World: Reflections on God, Life, and Love will be published in 2020 by 
Yale University Press. 

Bar Guzi is a doctoral candidate in the Near Eastern and Judaic Studies Department at Brandeis 
University and a visiting instructor in religion at Wesleyan University.  He is completing his 
dissertation on Jewish naturalistic theism in twentieth-century American Jewish thought, 
focusing on the work of Mordecai Kaplan, Hans Jonas, and Arthur Green.  He holds a B.A. in 
Philosophy and Jewish Philosophy and a high school teaching diploma in Jewish Thought, both 
from Tel Aviv University. 

Dr. Michael S. Hogue is Professor of Theology, Ethics and Philosophy of Religion at Meadville 
Lombard Theological School in Chicago.  He received his Ph.D. in Theological Ethics from the 
Divinity School at the University of Chicago (2005).  He is past editor of the American Journal of 
Theology and Philosophy; Co-Director of the Religion, Vulnerability, and Resilience Project 
(currently funded by Arthur Vining Davis Foundation); and a Vice President of the Institute for 
American Religious and Philosophical Thought.  He is the author of numerous articles and three 
books, the most recent of which is American Immanence: Democracy for an Uncertain 
World (Columbia, 2018).   

Dr. William Plevan holds rabbinic ordination from the Jewish Theological Seminary and a Ph.D.  
in Religion from Princeton University, where he wrote a dissertation on the philosophical 
anthropology of Martin Buber.  He has taught Jewish philosophy, theology and ethics at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary and Gratz College. His article “Holiness in Hermann Cohen, Franz 
Rosenzweig, and Martin Buber,” was recently published in Holiness in Jewish Thought, edited by 
Alan Mittleman (Oxford University Press, 2018).  Dr. Plevan is also the author of “Martin Buber: 
The Dialogue With God,” in Jewish Theology in Our Time (Jewish Lights Publishing, 2010) and was 
the editor of the festschrift Personal Theology: Essays in Honor of Neil Gillman (Academic Studies 
Press 2013).  

Rabbi Dr. Rachel Sabath Beit-Halachmi is a well-known thought leader, institutional builder, 
strategic innovator, published author, and pubic speaker.  Ordained at HUC in New York in 1995, 
Rabbi Sabath also earned a Ph.D. in Jewish Philosophy from the Jewish Theological Seminary.  
She is completing two books for publication and currently serves as a Senior Fellow of The 
Mordecai M. Kaplan Center for Jewish Peoplehood and as the Director of Content for the recently 
launched international project Our Common Destiny.  Most recently, Rabbi Sabath was the 
National Director of Recruitment and Admissions, Assistant Professor of Jewish Thought and 
Ethics, and President’s Scholar at the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion (HUC).  
Previously Rabbi Sabath served as Vice President of the Shalom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem 
and for over a decade as a member of the Institute’s faculty.  Rabbi Sabath is co-author of the 
popular Jewish guide entitled Preparing Your Heart for the High Holy Days as well as a guide to 
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ethical practice, entitled Striving Toward Virtue. She serves on the editorial board of the CCAR 
Journal: The Reform Jewish Quarterly and as a consulting editor for the multi-denominational 
journal Zeramim: An Online Journal of Applied Jewish Thought.   
 
Dr. Mel Scult is Professor Emeritus of Judaic Studies at Brooklyn College, City University of New 
York, and a member of the history faculty at the C.U.N.Y. Graduate School. He is the author 
of Judaism Faces the Twentieth Century: A Biography of Mordecai M. Kaplan and editor 
of Communings of the Spirit-the Journals of Mordecai M. Kaplan 1913-1951 (third volume to 
appear in October 2020).  His article on Solomon Schechter, “Schechter’s Seminary,” appeared 
in Tradition Renewed A History of the Jewish Theological Seminary edited by Jack 
Wertheimer.  He has lectured widely at universities including Stanford University, Mc Gill 
University, Brandeis University, Georgetown University, and the Van Leer Institute in 
Jerusalem.  He is a Vice President of The Mordecai M. Kaplan Center for Jewish Peoplehood. 
 
Rabbi Gordon Tucker is Senior Rabbi Emeritus at Temple Israel Center in White Plains, NY, where 
he served as Senior Rabbi from 1994 to 2018.  Currently, he is a Senior Fellow at the Shalom 
Hartman Institute of North America.  Rabbi Tucker holds the A.B. degree from Harvard College, a 
Ph.D. in Philosophy from Princeton University, and Rabbinic Ordination from The Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America (JTSA).  He was Assistant Professor of Jewish Thought at JTSA 
from 1979 to 1994 and Dean of the Rabbinical School from 1984 to 1992, where he oversaw the 
training of hundreds of rabbis.  He was a member of the Rabbinical Assembly Committee on 
Jewish Law and Standards from 1982 to 2007.  In 1979-80, he was a White House Fellow, and 
served as Special Assistant and chief speechwriter to U.S. Attorney General Benjamin R. Civiletti. 
He is a prolific author whose works include articles on Jewish theology and law and Heavenly 
Torah, a translation of and commentary on Abraham Joshua Heschel’s three-volume work on 
Rabbinic Theology.  An anthology of Rabbi Tucker’s writings, Torah for its Intended Purpose, was 
published in 2014, and his commentary on Pirkei Avot was published by The Rabbinical Assembly 
in 2018.  
 
Rabbi Kari Hofmaister Tuling received rabbinic ordination in 2004 and earned her PhD in Jewish 
Thought in 2013, both from the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion in Cincinnati.  
She has served congregations in Connecticut, Indiana, New York, and Ohio, and has taught Jewish 
Studies courses at the University of Cincinnati and the State University of New York, Plattsburgh.  
She currently serves as the rabbi of Congregation Kol Haverim in Glastonbury, Connecticut.  
Recent publications include chapters in Inscribed: Encounters with the Ten Commandments 
(2020) and A Life of Meaning: Reform Judaism’s Sacred Path (2018), both by the CCAR Press.  Her 
first book, Thinking About God: Jewish Views, has just been  published by the Jewish Publication 
Society/University of Nebraska Press. 
 
Dr. Ellen M. Umansky is the Carl and Dorothy Bennett Professor of Judaic Studies and Founding 
Director of the Bennett Center for Judaic Studies at Fairfield University in Fairfield, CT.  She was 
previously a tenured Associate Professor of Religion at Emory University in Atlanta, visiting 
Professor of Religion at Haverford College, and visiting Lecturer at Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion in New York.  She received her B.A. in Philosophy from Wellesley College, her 
Master of Arts in Religion from Yale University, and her Ph.D. in Religion from Columbia 
University.  The author of several books and almost one hundred essays and book chapters on 
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Liberal Judaism and Jewish feminist theology, she is currently working on a book on constructive 
Jewish feminist theology under contract with New York University Press. 
 
Dr. Howard Wettstein is Professor of Philosophy at the University of California, Riverside.  He 
received his B.A. from Yeshiva College and his Ph.D. in Philosophy from The City University of 
New York.  He previously taught at the University of Minnesota (Morris) and the University of 
Notre Dame.  He has also held visiting positions at Stanford University and the University of Iowa.  
He has published two books in the philosophy of language and, most recently, The Significance 
of Religious Experience (Oxford University Press, 2014), a defense of a naturalistic understanding 
of traditional Judaism.  He is at work on a new book, The Fabric of Faith.  He is Senior Editor of 
Midwest Studies in Philosophy.  His web page is https://philosophy.ucr.edu/howard-wettstein/. 
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